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HAMWORTHY UNITED vs SHAFTESBURY TOWN 
6th October 2020 - 19:45 - Specsavers County Ground

Sydenhams League (Wessex) Premier Division
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We caught up with 
our shot stopper Shane 
about the great start to 
the campaign
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Welcome to the 
Specsavers County Ground 

Hamworthy United Football Club is 
pleased to welcome Shaftesbury 
Football Club and its supporters to 
the Specsavers County Ground for 
tonight’s Wessex Premier League 
Match. 

We would also like to extend a warm 
welcome to our Referee Michael 
Ballard and his Assistants Dominic 
Gillespie and Dominic Gregory. We 
hope that they, and everybody else 
involved tonight will have a good 
game, and they enjoy their stay 
with us.

The Hammers and their supporters 
will be delighted to see Hamworthy 
back at the Specsavers County 
Ground at long last. 

The last time they played here was 
just over a month ago in their drawn 
league match with Christchurch. At 
the time of writing this United have 
made the better start to the season. 

They are 4th in the league with seven 
points from three games whilst 
Shaftesbury are 15th on 3pts from four 
games. In the corresponding fixture 
last season that was played on 29th 
February 2020 and was to be the 
last home game before lock-down; 
resulted in a 4-1 win for United. 

The scorers for the Hammers in 
that game were Cam Munn 2, Eddie 
Hodge and Connor Cocklin. In the 
away game the previous September; 
a late disputed penalty allowed 
Shaftesbury to equalise Eddie 
Hodge’s goal, and draw 1-1. 

Whatever the result tonight we hope 
for an entertaining game that is played 
in the right spirit

Tonight’s Match is sponsored by 
Hamworthy Party Venue. We thank 
them for their continual support over 
the years. 

The ball sponsor for the game is the 
Hammers Club If you would like to 
join, and get the chance of winning 
a cash prize in the monthly draw 
and 10% off all your purchases. The 
application forms can be obtained at 
the Bar

Finally, may we thank everybody for 
coming tonight, and for keeping to the 
Coved 19 rules during these difficult 
times; we hope that you will all have a 
safe journey home. 

We would also hope that you will have 
enjoyed the match and that you will 
come again soon.

Up the Hammers

Roger Nicholson

FOLLOW THE HAMMERS ON FACEBOOK
HamworthyUtdFC
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FEATURE: Shane Murphy
By Rob Bird

The County Ground proves familiar 
territory for former Hamworthy goalkeeper 
Shane Murphy, as he re-joined Tim Sills 
and the squad this season after spells with 
both Dorchester and AFC Totton. 

Ahead of Hamworthy’s league encounter 
with Shaftesbury, we caught up with the 
stopper to discuss all things Hammers:

What’s been the biggest, football related 
difficulty you’ve faced in the last six 
months?

“For me it was the fear of the unknown, 
nobody had any idea when the season 
would start or if there would be a season 
at all, which made it all the more difficult to 
prepare both mentally and physically. 

“However, in turn that made it all the 
more important for me to get signed on 
and begin to knuckle down as much as 
possible.”

What’s your biggest quality as a footballer?

“It always a tough one when you’re talking 
about yourself, but I would say I’m a very 
strong communicator and distributor of 
the ball, I like to think I give the squad 
confidence because I’m behind them.” 

Are there any areas in which you could 
improve?

“It’s important to recognise you can always 
improve on all aspects of your game, 
that being said I don’t like to identify one 
specific area because it’s about squeezing 

out those extra percent’s in all areas. 

“I feel if you focus all your attention on one 
area, you’ll find you miss out on something 
else, which could prove your downfall in a 
game.”

How would you rate Hamworthy’s start to 
the campaign? 

“The start to this campaign has been really 
strong and shows that we’re definitely 
going to be in and around the top pack all 
season. It’s important for us to sustain that 
hunger and form in every game to come. 

“Personally, I’m pleased with my start as 
well, and adjusting to the league as a 
whole. However, as I mentioned earlier no 
matter how well you play you never stop 
learning and improving, as long as you have 
the desire to do so.”

What personal, football related goals do 
you have? 

“Coming to Hamworthy for me was really 
important as it gave me the opportunity to 
keep playing in what’s been a difficult time 
with COVID in my working life. 

“The goal this season is 100 percent to 
achieve promotion, and I see no reason why 
we can’t do that as long as we sustain the 
mentality we’ve entered the season with 
so far. It would be great to be involved in a 
journey like that.” 
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Who’s your favourite all time player and 
why do you idolise them?

“That’s a really tough question, but I can’t 
look past Peter Schmeichel. Growing up I 
always found him absolutely amazing to 
watch, he was the spine of that Manchester 
United team and dominated the English 
game.”

Who would make your all-time five a side 
team? 

“GK: Peter Schmeichel. 
DEF: Rio Ferdinand.
MID: Claude Makelele. 
MID: Lionel Messi.
ATT: Ronaldo Nazario (R9).
“That team would be unbeatable.”

How is the relationship between yourself 
and Tim Sills, and what do you think the 
team can achieve under him this season?

“Tim has been great and you can have 
nothing but respect for him and the career 
he’s had. He treats everyone with respect 
and is a brilliant manager who understands 
the game; really the two essential qualities 
for a model coach. 

“I really do believe we can push it right 
to the limit this season and go for gold 
wherever possible, hopefully I can help do 
that!”

A message to the fans…

“Be prepared for a very exciting season. 
Your support has been amazing and really 
beneficial so far, so please keep it coming 
all season long!

“I really believe in this squad and can feel a 
fantastic season ahead for us all.

“Up The Hammers!”
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What does  
wealth mean 
to you?

Wealth is personal

Wealth means something different to everyone. 
Many don’t see themselves as wealthy, nor do 
they aspire to be.

But wealth isn’t just about yachts, mansions and 
expensive cars.

It’s about having the luxury of choice. It’s security 
in the face of the unexpected.

It’s the freedom of being able to retire a few years 
early. Or the ability to leave a nest egg for the kids.

At Schroders Personal Wealth we aim to give 
people confidence in their financial futures, and 
provide the peace of mind that can come from 
having a financial plan.

spw.com

Schroders Personal Wealth is a trading name of Scottish 
Widows Schroder Personal Wealth Limited. Registered Office: 
25 Gresham Street, London EC2V 7HN. Registered in England 
and Wales No. 11722983. Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority under number 830170. Claims may 
be protected by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme. 
We are covered by the Financial Ombudsman Service.
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Sydenhams Wessex Premier League | Saturday 3 October 2020
Hammers :  S Murphy, D Randall, C Clarke (S Chilman 75), M Buckler, T Rolls, A Costello, 

J Beasley (J King 75), L Francis (c), E Hodge, D Cann (J Guthrie 85), M Neale

Unused Subs :  T Rees, J Filkins
Goals:  Own Goal, Cann, Rolls

Fourth placed Hamworthy had dropped only 
two points from their three league games. The 
Purps though would not be an easy obstacle, 
having taken four points off United last term, 
and being well in the mix for the title when the 
season’s results were expunged in March. 

In a lively opening, United were given a very 
early scare when Scott Hills’ effort for the Purps 
was only half stopped by Shane Murphy, with 
Crit Clarke on hand to clear the ball off the line. 

It was though the Hammers who opened the 
scoring on 3 minutes. Eddie Hodge, out on the 
right, picked up the ball about 15 yards into 
the Stoneham half. After taking the ball past a 
couple of defenders, his low cross to into the 
six-yard box was diverted into his own net by 
the luckless Ben Clarke as he slid in to clear. 

United continued to have the edge in an open 
game and almost scored again on 20 minutes 
when Matty Neale dragged his effort just wide 
from one of a number of teasing diagonal balls 
from Jamie Beasley.    

United duly doubled their lead on 41 minutes. 
Another long ball from the left by Beasley 
eluded a Purps’ defender, enabling Dan Cann 
to find the left corner of the net, wrong footing 
Parker Trott. 

The Hammers almost netted again on the 44 
minutes. Beasley forcefully carried the ball 
down the pitch into the Stoneham box. He 
finally won a penalty, falling after clear but 
slight contact by Pip Nolan. Dan Cann’s spot 
kick however was very well saved by Parker-
Trott diving low to his right.     

The Purps emerged from the break looking 
the sharper and, just after having a “goal” ruled 
out for a marginal offside, managed to reduce 
the deficit on 52 minutes. A perfect ball was 
delivered across the penalty area from Callum 
Laycock to half time substitute Sam Woodward, 
who managed to tuck the ball home across 
Murphy.   

With the away defence now looking strangely 
hesitant, Stoneham managed to equalize on 57 
minutes. The ball quickly found its way down 
the right side of the pitch following a United 
corner. With the Hammers outnumbered at 
the back, Hills finally played the ball across to 
Sam Woodward to drill into the net, completing 
a remarkable brace for a player who had only 
been on the pitch barely ten minutes. 

The Hammers however gradually started to 
settle, compose themselves and return to their 
normal passing game. Hodge’s high diagonal 
shot was well held by the keeper, while 
Neale saw a couple of efforts deflected. They 
eventually regained the lead on 70 minutes 
when Beasley’s well floated corner from the left 
was powerfully headed into the roof of the net 
by Tony Rolls.  

Stoneham now moved players forward as 
they fought for the equaliser. Murphy made 
a couple of good saves, while the Hammers’ 
defence was forced into some desperate 
clearances, including substitute Sam Chilman 
doing well to head the ball off the line. Some 
of these clearances, if more by luck, set up 
sudden counter attacks, one of which led to 
Hodge hitting the near post after a good pass 
by Neale. 

Neither team though was able to add to add to 
their tally before the final whistle. The visitors 
probably deserved their win, even if in the 
end they made heavy weather of it after a 
first half of fine football that they should have 
ended at least three goals to the good. The 
game was also pleasant entertainment for the 
neutral, hard fought but not ugly, with plenty of 
switching of play. 

AFC Stoneham   2

The Hammers   3
What does
wealth mean
to you?

Wealth is personal

Wealth means something different to everyone.
Many don’t see themselves as wealthy, nor do
they aspire to be.

But wealth isn’t just about yachts, mansions and
expensive cars.

It’s about having the luxury of choice. It’s security
in the face of the unexpected.

It’s the freedom of being able to retire a few years
early. Or the ability to leave a nest egg for the kids.

At Schroders Personal Wealth we aim to give
people confidence in their financial futures, and
provide the peace of mind that can come from
having a financial plan.

spw.com

Schroders Personal Wealth is a trading name of Scottish 
Widows Schroder Personal Wealth Limited. Registered Office: 
25 Gresham Street, London EC2V 7HN. Registered in England 
and Wales No. 11722983. Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority under number 830170. Claims may
be protected by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme. 
We are covered by the Financial Ombudsman Service.
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FROM THE DUGOUT

TIM SILLS

Good evening and welcome back to the 
Specsavers County Ground for the first 
time since we hosted Christchurch in our 
first league game of the season. 

A welcome extended to Shaftesbury FC, 
Danny Holmes and all connected with the 
club here tonight and we wish you a safe 
journey home after the game tonight.

Since our last home game we have had 3 
league games, a league Cup game and 
an FA cup game. The 3 league games 
have been at notoriously difficult places 
to go, so to come back with maximum 
points against all 3 was extremely 
satisfying and a testament to all the hard 
work being put in by everyone involved at 
the club. 

My management team have total faith in 
the group we have put together and so far 
they are repaying that fully while still very 
keen to keep learning and getting better. 
The hardest thing for me is to select only 
11 or 16 of them as they all deserve to be 
out there playing.

Having said all that, we have achieved 
nothing yet and tonight represents 
another opportunity to grow together as a 
group and kick on so there is no room for 
complacency and we know that, despite a 
tough start, Shaftesbury have a decent 
squad and manager so we will have to be
 at our best again tonight.

The league Cup against Alresford gave 
us an opportunity to rotate the squad a 
bit and the strength in depth shone 
through with a 4-0 victory including 
another couple of goals from our 
teenage wonder kid Cam Munn. 

With a good run of home games I’ll 
include more about him on Saturday 
including his ridiculous sending off that 
robs us of him today for the final time in 3 
games. Luckily he is available to play in 
our Under 18’s incredible FA Youth Cup 
run which continues on Thursday with a 
tough trip to Eastleigh FC but knowing 
that talented group, an upset is not in any 
way unthinkable. Good luck lads.

That’s enough from me for now. It’s time 
to let the football do the talking but thank 
you as ever for your support and 
hopefully we can continue to give you 
something to cheer.

Up the Hammers 

Sillsy
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MATCH 
SPONSOR

Tonight’s match sponsors is 
Hamworthy Party Venue

Thank you to Hamworthy Party Venue for 
their continued support and enjoy your 
evening with the Hammers.

JOIN OVER 1,000 FOLLOWERS OF THE HAMMERS ON TWITTER 
@HAMWORTHYUTDFC

Get in touch with us at Hamworthy Party 
Venue and let us host your party! 

Birthdays, Weddings,  Anniversaries, 
Christenings, Engagements, Baby 
Showers, Quiz Nights, Live Bands, Karaoke, 
Networking Events, Family Gatherings, Work 
Dos, we cater for your needs. Room hire 
starts from £200.00.

Contact:
hamworthypartyvenue@outlook.com 
or call Hayley - 07588880866.

HIRE OUR 
CLUBHOUSE  
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Proud Sponsors of Hamworthy United F.C.
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United were hoping to make it nine league 
wins in twelve, in a remarkable run that has 
seen them climb to third place, although 
having played more games than most of their 
rivals. 

This included a 0-2 win at Shaftesbury in mid-
November. Their once Dorset Combination 
rivals have certainly not disgraced themselves 
since gaining back to back promotions to 
the Wessex Premier this season. Before this 
game they sat in a handy ninth place, and 
were unbeaten this year. Jamie Gleeson’s 
hamstring was still not 100% and Dan Cann was 
on holiday, but United were still able to utilize 
their big squad with starts for Jamie Filkins and 
Steve Smith.

The hosts had most of the early possession, 
with Shaftesbury’s stopper Dan Card pushing 
out a low strike from Darren Watts. Jamie 
Beaseley’s cross, though perhaps more by 
chance, ended up coming back off the bar, 
before Card again saved well from Eddie 
Hodge. However, Hamworthy keeper Andy 
Knights showed he too was in form, needing 
to be at full stretch to tip over a dipping shot 
by Jack Mitchell. Jamie Filkins was then teed 
up nicely by Chris Clarke, but once again 
Card got down well to save superbly with his 
legs. The game did tend to get a bit scrappy 
and petulant towards the end of the half. The 
Hammers if anything did look the more likely 
to score, but were only playing well in patches 
against a stubborn opposition.

The game soon livened up after the break, 
with home keeper Knights saving well at his 
near post from Sam Adetiba, who had been 
played in by Robert Hatchard. However, his 
opposite number Card, who was having a fine 
match, then produced another good save from 
Watts. With the game finely balanced, it was 
the Hammers who broke the deadlock on 54 
minutes.  Jamie Beasley’s close-range finish 
to Chris Clarke’s cross from the right, took a 
wicked deflection into the net off the boot 

of Shaftesbury man Aarron White. One had to 
feel sympathy for the busy keeper Card who 
otherwise may well have saved it. Just after that 
Card made another point blank save from Filkins 
who had been put through by Eddie Hodge. 

The Hammers doubled their lead on 65 minutes. 
If there was any doubt whether the first goal was 
to go down in the records as an own goal, there 
was no doubt about the second. Sam Clarke’s 
cross, again from the right, was somehow 
turned upwards and into his own net by Jason 
Beal. This was despite of a valiant leap by Card, 
who could not quite reach the ball. Most of the 
pressure was now coming from Hamworthy. 
Shaftesbury did however manage to pull a goal 
back in the 87th minute. Knights first moved 
superbly to push over a venomous shot by Nick 
Hewlett. 

However, from Adam Flint’s resulting corner, 
Martin Shroeder powered home a close-range 
header. Knights again did well to instinctively 
get his palms to the ball, and almost kept it out. 
Hamworthy held on for a nervy final few minutes 
to claim the win, but certainly knew that they 
had been in a battle. Both goalkeepers had 
outstanding games, Card standing out more, if 
only because he had been much the busier. It 
was cruel luck for him to be beaten by two own 
goal deflections that he could do nothing about. 
Though the Hammers were not at their best and 
never really got into a proper rhythm, the three 
points could prove valuable in the rankings 
come the end of the season. 

Hamworthy United: A Knights, S Clarke, C 
Clarke, E Hodge (O Nicholson 80), N Walker (c), 
B Walker, J Filkins (C Preston 65), M Buckler, D 
Watts, S Smith, J Beasley
Unused Subs: D Randall

The Hammers   2

Shaftesbury   1

FROM THE ARCHIVES - Saturday 27th January 2018



Hammers’ Management, 
Squad & Officials

Directors & Officials 
Bruce Scammell - President
Steve Mitchener - Chairman
Stuart Tanner - Club Secretary
Andy Forward - Treasurer
Peter Gallop - Safety Officer
Hayley Brammall - Club Manager / 
Covid-19 Officer

Life Vice-Presidents
Mrs M Mitchener
Mr R Nicholson
Mr B Scammell
Mr P Gallop
Mr S Harvey
Mrs K Harvey

Vice-Presidents
Mr R Fisher
Mr M Hickman
Mr S Mitchener
Mr G Legg
Mr B Bryant
Mr A James
Councillor Mr M White
Mr R Albone

Honorary Members
Mr R Bartlett
Mrs J Manuel
Mr C Hardisty

Trustees
Mr B Scammell
Mr P Gallop

Accountants
Newton Magnus

Programme Design
SF Sports Marketing

Photography
SRL Photography

Tim Sills 
Manager 
Sponsored by  
Team Jobs

Chris Senior 
Assistant Manager 
Sponsored by  
Chris Dillon

Ben Sullivan 
Goalkeeping coach 
Sponsored by  
SERIN

Sean Leadbetter 
Coach
Sponsored by  
M Dodd - Sturminster 
Marshall GC

Mike Legg
Football operations 
Sponsored by  
The Secret Fines 
Committee

Meghan Corby
Physio



Tom Rees 
Goalkeeper 
Sponsored by 
Between the sticks

Adam Costello 
Defender 
Sponsored by 
Clarity Glass & Glazing

Christopher Clarke  
Defender 
Sponsored by 
From the Ground  
Planters by Cameron

Oliver Davis
Forward
Sponsored by 
PAR Roofing

Jamie Guthrie 
Goalkeeper 
Sponsored by 
Grass Roots Utd

Matty Neale 
Midfielder 
Sponsored by 
League without Limits

Connor Cocklin 
Goalkeeper 
Sponsored by 
Pete Sharp &  
Kelly Neill

Jamie Filkins 
Midfielder 
Sponsored by 
FP Wizzy Holdings PLC

Max Buckler 
Midfielder 
Sponsored by 
Tony Banks  
Electrical Ltd

Drew Eccott-Young 
Midfielder Sponsored 
by 
Urban Electrical LTD

James King 
Forward
Sponsored by 
Meridian Leisure

Tony Rolls
Defender 
Sponsored by 
The Bartlett family

Shane Murphy
Goalkeeper 
Sponsored by 
Spoons of Dorset

Declan Randall 
Defender 
Sponsored by 
ST Electrical  
Contractors Ltd

Tom Cooper 
Defender 
Sponsored by 
Entador Systems

Eddie Hodge 
Midfielder 
Sponsored by 
Bruce Scammell

Dan Cann 
Forward 
Sponsored by 
Shaun & Jack Clarke

Cam Munn 
Midfielder 
Sponsored by 
Steve Mitchener

Jamie Gleeson 
Defender 
Sponsored by 
The Bayes family

Lee Francis 
Midfielder 
Sponsored by 
Joscelyne Builders



The club was established in 1888 and 
by the 1905–06 season were winners 
of the Dorset Junior League. The club 
became members of the Dorset Senior 
League for the start of the 1931–32 
campaign and a season later were 
winners of the competition.

After the Second World War the club 
played in the FA Cup for the first 
time, reaching the Extra Preliminary 
Qualifying round before being knocked 
out by Alton Town. The club became 
one of the founder members of the 
Dorset Football Combination League 
at the start of the 1957–58 season.

Four seasons later the club reached 
the final of the Dorset Senior Cup, for 
the first time but lost out to Dorchester 
Town. The club continued in the 
Combination until the end of the 1961–
62 competition, when they dropped 
into the Dorset leagues again.

The 1976–77 Season saw the club 
return to the Dorset Combination 
league. The club went on to win the 
combination league in the 1988–89 
competition. They repeated another 
title success again in the 1996–97 
campaign.

When the Wessex Football League 
expanded for the start of the 2004–05 
campaign, the club moved to the 
newly created Division two.[7] The 
next season saw the club enter the FA 
Vase for the first time, where they were 
knocked out in the First Qualification 

round by Westbury United. The club 
stayed in the Wessex league a further 
season, when they finished bottom 
of the league and were relegated 
to the Dorset Premier Football 
League. In 2013–14, Shaftesbury Town 
continued their Dorset Premier League 
challenge, starting on 10 August 
against Wareham Rangers.

Ground
Shaftesbury play their home games 
at Cockrams, Coppice Street, 
Shaftesbury, SP7 8PF. But, when the 
council refused to give planning 
permission, the club called upon the 
local sponsor and supermarket, Tesco. 
Tesco built the club a new playground 
and a huge sheltered stand which is 
estimated to have around 200 - 300 
persons capacity.

The club have played at Cockrams 
since moving there in 1974. The 
ground belongs to the local 
Shaftesbury council who lease the 
ground to the club.

Records:
Highest League Position:
9th in Wessex League Division one 
06–07
FA Cup best performance:
First qualifying round 1951–52, 
1952–53, 1953–54
FA Vase best performance:
First round 2008–09
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Tonight’s opponents

SHAFTESBURY FC
Founded:  1887
Nickname:    The Rockies
Home Ground:  Cockrams
Current league pos: 17th
Last Season Finish: 16th
Distance travelled: 25 Miles



| 17Proudly sponsored by Joscelyne Builders

T
H
IS

 S
E

A
S

O
N



18 | Hamworthy United Matchday programme14 | Hamworthy United Matchday programme

CLub Beanies:

SHOW 
YOUR 

COLOURS

Get yours at the clubhouse today for 
just £8.99 from the bar.

CLUB SHOP:
Order our beanies, pennants and pin 
badges online in our Hammers shop.
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CLub Beanies:

SHOW 
YOUR

COLOURS

Get yours at the clubhouse today for
just £8.99 from the bar.

COVID UPDATE: At the 
Specsavers

‘I know we are all pleased to be 
back playing football, but from the 
beginning, we have been playing 
under tight controls from The Wessex 
League, The FA, and of course the 
Government!

Covid-19 has NOT gone away, 
despite what anyone may think? We 
still have to be on our guard and 
ensure that we still wash or sanitise 
our hands regularly, we maintain 
social distancing wherever we go, 
especially now we can only have a 
maximum of 6 people in any group, 
both inside and out, and continue to 
‘Track & Trace’ wherever we go.

Despite all this, the numbers of 
people becoming infected with 
Covid-19 is still increasing ? Large 
parts of the UK are still in regional 
lock-down, and even infections in 
the Bournemouth/Christchurch/
Poole conurbation have gone from 
1:100,000 people to 25:100,000 
people in recent weeks.

We still have so much to do to stay 
safe in our every day life, so it is in 
the interest of safety, we are insisting 
that everyone entering the ground to 
watch Hamworthy United MUST wear 
a Face Mask. 

The Face Mask will stay worn all 
around the ground, including seating 
in the stand or standing in the Irvin 
Brown Stand, and especially when 
entering the clubhouse.

When you are seated in the club or 
in the beer garden and served with 
drinks, the mask can be removed.
This is a radical step but I’m sure you 
will understand. We want to keep 
everyone safe?

Non-compliance will result in 
expulsion from the ground.
Thank you for your support.

Steve Mitchener
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FEATURE

COVID AND FOOTBALL  
By Anthony Scott 

Battered and bruised after a series of 
blows, this one could be fatal.

Boris Johnson recently announced 
that the return of supporters to football 
grounds will be delayed indefinitely, 
potentially for up to six months, and the 
implications for the English game are dire.

The pandemic has left club finances 
decimated by the absence of matchday 
revenue, chiefly those lower down 
the pyramid that are more reliant on 
movement through the turnstiles. The 
plan was for fans to return to grounds 
at 25-33% capacity on October 1, but 
with coronavirus cases rising, the Prime 
Minister was left with little option but to 
push the date back. Announcing new 
restrictions in the House of Commons 
on Tuesday, Johnson said: “We have to 
acknowledge that the spread of the virus 
is now affecting our ability to reopen 
business conferences, exhibitions and 
large sporting events.

“I recognise the implications for our sports 
clubs which are the life and soul of the 
communities, and my right honourable 
friends the Chancellor and the Culture 
Secretary are working urgently on what 
we can now do to support them.”

More than 100 sports organisations 
recently signed a letter requesting a 
financial support package from the 
government. Johnson, however, is yet to 
commit to anything after the arts industry 
was granted £1.6billion in July. Further 
talks were held with the Secretary of State 
for Digital, Culture, sports and media, 
Oliver Dowden, with EFL clubs standing 
to lose around £200 million if stadiums 
remain empty throughout the winter, 
while the Premier League revealed in a 
statement that it is currently incurring 

losses of more than £100million per 
month.

It is in the National League, though, where 
the stakes are highest. With the league 
having been in hibernation for six months, 
October 3 was slated as their day of 
salvation, the day that both football and 
fans would return. The new restrictions, 
however, have torn the plans to pieces.

The “elite status” that the National League 
applied for in June has barred clubs from 
hosting matches with reduced capacity 
crowds, as it has meant that the leagues 
are now governed by the same rules 
as the Premier League and the EFL. 
Clubs are at an impasse as to whether 
they should carry on with the season 
regardless, given the lack of substantial 
revenue outside of gate receipts. With 
the furlough scheme coming to an end 
and the government yet to issue a rescue 
package, the big question is how clubs 
will source the money to pay their players, 
many of whom are full-time.

The growing feeling among club 
chairmen and secretaries is that, without 
significant intervention, this will not be 
possible. Ken Wright, chairman of National 
League North’s Chorley Town, told The 
Athletic: “We rely totally on gate receipts 
and sponsorship. It’s getting increasingly 
difficult to keep our head above the water. 
And it can’t go on indefinitely.”

Insolvency has become a very real 
prospect and for some, it is imminent. The 
demise of Macclesfield Town, although 
not entirely Covid-related, is a case in 
point.

Nigel Travis, the owner of League Two 
side Leyton Orient told Sky Sports News: 
“They [the government] have not been 
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very helpful to sports at all, they are 
incredibly inconsistent with their 
approach and I think it’s time for Boris 
Johnson to put some money behind us.

“There’s a lot of clubs in League One, 
League Two and the nine levels of 
football below us. The government 
needs to do more. They need to step 
up and give football and some other 
sports some support.

Joey Barton, the manager of League 
One side Fleetwood Town, believes 
part of the responsibility lies with the 
high earners at the top of the game. 
“People are getting discarded and 
made redundant, and clubs are being 
closed. That is just wrong,” he said. 
“I have been at the top of the table 
and I have earned loads of dough, 
and I didn’t complain when I earned 
it. But when you see players earning 
£300,000, £400,000, £500,000 a week 
and we have got clubs here that are 
struggling to keep the electricity on, 
clubs that are struggling to pay and 
have enough players to complete 
fixtures, it is just wrong. We have to 
protect the game from itself.”

It’s a sentiment shared by many in the 
game at the moment - the government 
themselves appeared to single out 
the Premier League as an organisation 
that should be doing more to help out 
the rest of the industry. There is, after 
all, a case to say the league is partly 
responsible. Wage inflation at the top 
of the game inevitably trickles its way 
down, and now, in this time of crisis, the 
clubs with disproportionate levels of 
income are feeling the full effects.

The Premier League has incurred no 
shortage of losses either but, unlike 
the clubs lower down the pyramid, its 
teams can depend upon alternative 
revenue streams. Matchday revenue 
constituted just 5% of Burnley’s total 
income in 2018-19 but provides around 
90% of the money for National League 
sides, leaving a chasm in their finances.

It’s an interesting point, and whether 
the Premier League actually has 
enough spare “wealth” to distribute is 
another debate. 

The inertia, as Ken Wright said, “can’t go 
on indefinitely”.
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AROUND THE CLUB

CLUB NEWS

The club are delighted to announce new 
training kit sponsors for our u14’s squad. 
Special thanks to Southern Gas Networks 
for their generosity.

Under 18s 
FA Youth Cup 

The under 18s have been fantastic in the 
first games in the Fa Youth Cup. Starting 
with a fine win against Gosport Borough. 
We were going into the unknown with 
playing opposition we haven’t come 
across before. Really had to push the 
lads to lift their levels and they didn’t 
disappoint with 6v0 victory.

Next against Havant and Waterlooville a 
much tougher test with them edging first 
half and taking the lead but we reacted 
well and we equalised just before the 
break. 

Second half performance was 
outstanding, scoring two without reply. 
Nice to have such a good crowd in and it 
was good for the team to respond with a 
good performance and win. 

Much thanks to Hamworthy United Club, 
as these games aren’t cheap with 3 
officials and travelling expenses to pay. 
With thanks Andy James and Leggy with 
their continued help and support for 
under 18s. Much appreciated 

Next round Eastleigh away Thursday 
8th 7 45pm ko at Silverlake Stadium. A 
game me and Abbo are looking forward 
to seeing the lads continue to raise their 
standards.
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CLub MASCOTS

SHOW 
YOUR

COLOURS

If you have children that might be interested in being 
Mascots this season please let us know.
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Date Opposition Att Res Score Scorers

Tue 01 Sep H Calne Town (FAC) W 3-0 Cocklin, Buckler, Neale

Sat 05 Sep H Christchurch 180 D 1-1 Neale

Tue 08 Sep A Bashley 193 W 3-0 Cann 2, Munn

Sat 12 Sep A Hartley Wintney (FAC) L 0-1 -

Tue 15 Sep A Alresford Town (LC) 82 W 4-0 Munn 2, King, OG

Sat 26 Sep A Baffins Milton Rovers 125 W 4-0 Hodge 2, OG, Costello

Sat 03 Oct A AFC Stoneham 92 W 3-2 OG, Cann, Rolls

Tue 06 Oct H Shaftesbury

Sat 10 Oct H Baffins Milton Rovers

Tue 13 Oct H AFC Stoneham (LC)

Sat 17 Oct H Alresford Town

Tue 20 Oct A Portland United

Sat 24 Oct A Fleet Town

Sat 31 Oct H Amesbury Town

Tue 03 Nov A Lymington Town

Sat 07 Nov H Hamble Club

Sat 14 Nov A Brockenhurst

Tue 17 Nov H Bournemouth

Sat 21 Nov H Tadley Calleva

Sat 28 Nov A Cowes Sports

Tue 01 Dec H Fareham Town

Sat 05 Dec A Horndean

Sat 12 Dec A AFC Portchester

Sat 19 Dec H Blackfield & Langley

Sat 02 Jan ‘21 H Bashley

Sat 09 Jan A Christchurch

Sat 16 Jan H Baffins Milton Rovers

Sat 23 Jan A Fareham Town

Sat 30 Jan H AFC Stoneham

Sat 06 Feb H Cowes Sports

Sat 13 Feb A Tadley Calleva

Sat 20 Feb A Alresford Town

Tue 23 Feb H Portland United

Sat 27 Feb H Horndean

Sat 06 Mar A Amesbury Town

Tue 09 Mar A Bournemouth

Sat 13 Mar H AFC Portchester

Sat 20 Mar H Fleet Town

Tue 23 Mar A Shaftesbury

Sat 27 Mar H Lymington Town

Sat 03 Apr A Blackfield & Langley

Sat 10 Apr H Brockenhurst

Sat 17 Apr A Hamble Club

180

139





Tony Rolls
James King
Shane Murphy 
Declan Randall
Tom Cooper
Eddie Hodge
Dan Cann
Cam Munn
Jamie Gleeson
Lee Francis
Tom Rees
Adam Costello
Christopher Clarke
Oliver Davis
Jamie Guthrie
Matty Neale
Connor Cocklin
Jamie Filkins
Max Buckler
Drew Eccott-Young

Manager: Tim Sills
Coach: Chris Senior

Referee:      Michael Ballard
Assistants:  Dominic Gillespie & Dominic Gregory

UPCOMING MATCHES: 
Baffins Milton Rovers - Sat 10th October - 3pm

Home game entrance
Adults £7.00 - Concessions £5.00 - U16 Free

Programme Design 
SF Sports Marketing

CLARET & BLUE GREEN

Paul Woods
Lee-Brad Haensel
Louis Moore
Luke Winsper
Sean Colohan (Captain)
Morgan Browning
Conor Millar
Carl Pettefer
Oli Lowes
Charlie Kendall
Jordan Matthews
Aaron Lene-Leney
Jack Mitchell
Ryan Mitchell
Oli Roberts
Cameron Butler
Mali Benjamin
Elliot Rossiter

Manager: Danny Holmes
Assistant: David Walsh 




